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Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

This simple four-bay nave-plan church stands in a grove of 
trees in the midst of a dense commercial development along the 
principal route between the towns of Blacksburg and 
Christiansburg. The weatherboarded structure features a central 
double door in the southeast gable end. The opposite end 
features a shed-roofed square apse. The roof is covered with 
stamped metal shingles. The clear glass windows incorporate six- 
over-six double-hung sash. An added concrete block flue rises on 
each side wall. The building is supported on stone piers with 
concrete block infill. Exposed rafter ends are visible below the 
eaves on each side wall. A sign above the door proclaims the 
church's name and the year 1922. 

On the interior, unpainted, beaded, horizontal tongue-and- 
groove sheathing is found on the ceiling and walls. A raised 
dais is centered in front of the projecting apse. On it stands a 
pulpit fronted with two panels filled with diagonal tongue-and- 
groove boards. An upholstered bench fills the back wall of the 
apse. Simple wooden pews fill the space and a pair of woodstoves 
provide heat. 

In a grove of trees standing to the northwest behind the 
church, a plain wooden preaching stand was constructed at 
approximately the same time as the church. The shed-roofed 
building has a metal roof and benches along three sides. A 
pulpit is built into the central bay of the front or southeast 
side of the building. Wooden bracketed supports for an outdoor 
table for use during meetings stand to the northeast of the 
church, and two noncontributing concrete-block privies are located westof 
t :~e church. 
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Stale signlflcance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Montgomery Primitive Baptist Church is eligible under 
criterion C as a good example of the regionally popular nave-plan 
form, and as one of very few structures in the region 
demonstrating the architectural expression of the Primitive 
Baptist Church's values. The church's basic form, simplicity, 
and ornament, and its extraordinary state of preservation, both 
on the interior and exterior, give it great interest on the 
otherwise commercially developed west side of U. S. 460. 

Missionary and tract activities by the Baptist Convention 
were opposed by a large number of congregations throughout the 
nation in the early nineteenth century. This anti-missionary 
controversy compelled many congregations to withdraw over changes 
they felt compromised the Calvinist principles of the Baptist 
Church. By 1840, many of the oldest western Virginia churches 
had allied themselves with a group identified today as the 
Primitive Baptists. In the New River Association of the Baptist 
Church, only one out of the nine churches recorded in 1809 
remained in the Missionary or Regular Baptist Church in 1892 
(Sernple, p. 349). Although many Regular or Missionary Baptist 
churches were founded and built during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth Centuries in the county, the Primitive Baptist 
denomination remained very strong until the early twentieth 
century. This congregation is one of several remaining in 
operation today. Other survivina Montaomerv Countv conareaations 

+ ~-~ ~- 
have replaced their earlier bui'idings with modern, b;t equally 
plain, structures. 

Melanie Reid, in her paper about Primitive Baptist Church 
buildings, emphasizes the historical and theological context of 
the anti-missionary position. When compared to the well-financed 
modern denominations, she describes the Primitive Baptist 
churches as practicing a religion of spiritua$lsirnplici,ty. Most 
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Verbal Boundary Description 
Beg inn ing  a t  p o i n t  A o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s i d e  of VA Rt .  624,  300 f e e t  s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  VA R t ;  624 and  U .  S .  R t .  460 ,  p r o c e e d i n g  n o r t h w e s t  202 .5  f e e t  a l o n g  a 

l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  B ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h e a s t  185 f e e t  a l o n g  a line-to h m S M t o  
p o i n t  C ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h e a s t  202.5 f e e t  a l o n g  a l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  D ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h w e s t  185  f e e t  
a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s i d e  of  r o a d  t o  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n .  
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Section number R Page 1 Montgomery Primitive Baptist Church, 60-175 

Primitive Baptist churches proclaim the founding of their 
congregations in a sign over the front door, underlining their 
devotion to the continuity of their spiritual kingdom on earth 
and reminding them of the "good old way." The building itself is 
the physical manifestation of their spiritual lives. The sense 
of continuity with the past, accentuated by the church's vigorous 
refusal to alter any part of its Calvinist belief system, is 
manifested in a careful maintenance of the existing fabric of 
their intentionally austere church buildings, being careful to 
follow their avowed plan around principle of "neither adding nor 
taking away." This dogged refusal has led to the extraordinary 
state of preservation of the building, its we11 maintained 
grounds, and the contrast between it and almost all other small 
twentieth-century churches of similar size and form, which have 
almost invariably been abandoned, added to, heavily altered, or 
converted for other functions. 

Montgomery Primitive Baptist Church was established in 1922, 
and the building was built that year. John Henry Strickler gave 
the lot to the congregation for $1.00. A Mr. Sowers hauled the 
lumber from nearby Floyd County. The church has been the site of 
many services and an important landmark along U.S. Route 460. In 
recent years the congregation has diminished and now holds services 
infrequently. 








